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Solomon Northrup
Solomon Northrup, who lived between July 10, 1807 to 1863, was an American abolitionist. Northrup is best known for “Twelve Years a Slave,” the 1853 memoir which he was the primary author. Northrup was a son of a freed slave and a free woman of color in New York. As an African American professional violinist, Northrup was a musician before he was captured as a slave in Washington on his musician job journey. Following this capture, Northrup was held for 12 years as a slave before he finally regained his freedom. As an abolitionist, Northrup fought hard to bring the plight of African American slaves in America to limelight. He was very successful in bringing to live the debate of slavery in America, something that paved way to the break out of civil war that led to the illegalization and end of slavery in America.
The greatest obstacle that worked against Northrup was his Black race. Being an African American in a white nation, Northrup’s work was met with a lot of resistance from the whites who were practicing slavery by then. Despite this great resistance, Northrup was very successful since his memoir was adapted and produced in 194 as a television film called “Solomon Northrup’s Odyssey. Many years later, Northrup’s memoir was reproduced in 2013 as the feature film entitled “12 Years a Slave.” Though Northrup may not have succeeded during his life, his work is celebrated today as a great success of his time, leading the “12 Years a Slave” film to win three Academy Awards later on.
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